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the first time Syria had come under the sway of the
east. One result of this temporary occupation of that
land was the spread of the Sumerian culture in that
region of which the outstanding feature was the cunei-
form writing. As for the people, they had long before
been Semitized.
The Semites
Lugalziggisi ruled for twenty-five years and the
great conqueror was deposed by Sharrukin of Akkad
and Kish who founded his own dynasty. The Semitic
sun had now appeared on the horizon and was moving
fas; towards the crest of the sky. Sharrukin was the
first Semitic king to leave monuments of importance.
From his inscriptions it is evident that after conquer-
ing Uruk and Ur he led Lugalziggisi in chains
through the gate of Enlil and Nippur. We learn that
he subdued also the coast of the Mediterranean, Lebanon,
the region of Taurus, eastern Syria, the Syrian coast,
and northern Syria, and carried his arms eastward
across Elam to Persia. Towards the close of his reign
a general revolt broke out and Babylon was destroyed.
His son restored the empire after the confusion and
reconquered Elam. Marrishtusu, the third in the line,
was a powerful prince and left us some important docu-
ments. But the greatest ruler of the family was un-
questionably Sharrukin, more popularly called "Sargon
of Agade." Apart from becoming the greatest con-
queror of the times Sargon was accepted by the Baby-
lonians as a great hero and numerous legends and
traditions have grown around his name. One of
these traditions makes him a foundling brought up by
a water-carrier. He was the emperor of all Western
Asia and became the model for the later rulers to
imitate and emulate. Sargon ruled sometime about
2800 B. c.
Soon after there followed the Semitic chiefs, Naram-
Sin and Sharagali-sharri of Akkad. Naram-Sin was